
Endnote and engineering databases 
 

1) What is Endnote?  
 Endnote (http://www.endnote.com/) is a program for managing references. You can use it to 
keep track of the citations you find in library databases, export a formatted list of citations for your 
paper, and (using “cite while you write”) insert references directly into papers formatted in Word.  
 
2) How do I get it?  

a. UCD students and staff: download Endnote for free to your computer from 
http://my.ucdavis.edu/software 

b. Or use Endnote Web: http://www.endnoteweb.com/ (sign up for an account here).  
 

3) How do I save references to Endnote?  
a. Endnote program: You can “export references” in Endnote format from most databases. 

These files can then be directly imported into Endnote.  
b. Endnote Web: You can save references to Endnote Web directly from the Web of 

Science database. For other databases, export your references in the Endnote file type, 
save the file to your computer, then go to the “collect” tab in Endnote Web.  

 
Detailed directions for using Compendex and Endnote Web: 

 
1) Register for an account at http://www.myendnoteweb.com/ 
2) Open the database Compendex: on campus, go to http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/ or go 

through the library homepage to “databases”. 
3) Run your search. When you are happy with your results, select the results you want to import 

into Endnote by checking the check box next to each result. 
4) Click the “download” button at the top of the page:  
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5) From the download popup window that appears, select “Endnote” format 

 
 
6) Save the file to your desktop. 
7) Go to Endnote Web and click the “collect” tab at the top of the screen. Then choose “import 

references.” 

 
 
8) Click the “browse” button to browse for the file of references you just saved to your desktop. 
9) Under “Filter”, select Ei Compendex (EI) 
10) Under “to”, select [Unfiled] or create a new group 
11) Click “import” 



 
 

12) Go to “My references” to see your references. From here, you can export a list of references, 
add your own notes to the references (use the “edit” link) or use the UC-eLinks button 

 to get the full text.  
 

 
13) To format references for a bibliography:  

a. from “my references,” check the box next to the references you want  
b. hit the “copy to quick list” button, or use the drop-down menu to add to a group 
c. go to the “format” tab at the top  
d. go to “bibliography”  
e. select the group your references are in (or “quick list”), the bibliographic style you want 

(i.e. APA, IEEE), and the file format.  
f. Then save or email the bibliography to yourself to paste into your paper.  

 


